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A STORY FROM
IMMIGRATION DETENTION




ApproxiMATELY 25,000 PEOPLE EACH YEAR ENTER ONE OF BRITAIN'S IMMIGRATION DETENTION
CENTRES AND ARE CONFINED INDETERMINATELY FOR IMMIGRATION PURPOSES. THE LACK OF A
STATUTORY TIME LIMIT MEANS PEOPLE CAN BE HELD FOR WEEKS, MONTHS, OR EVEN YEARS.
DRAWING ON ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH FROM TWO SEPARATE PROJECTS BY IARAH TURNBULL
(BirkBECK, UNivErsiTy oF Lonbon) and Joanne ViNceTT (THE Open UNIvERsITY), AND
ILLUSTRATED BY GABI FRODEN (GABIFRODEN.COM), THIS STORY FOCUSES ON LILY AND THE
CRAFTING OF ORIGAMI ART, OR PAPER FOLDING, COMMONLY PRACTICED BY WOMEN IN JARL'S
Woop [MMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRE, AS AN INSTANCE OF 'ART AS RESISTANCE.
HERE, ORIGAMI 1S ONE WAY BY WHICH THOSE SUBIECT TO INDEFINITE IMMIGRATION DETENTION
COPE WITH AND RESIST THE MUNDANE INSTITUTIONALISATION AND EVERYDAY
w‘*u‘ VIOLENCE OF INCARCERATION, DEPORTABILITY, AND UNCERTAINTY.
‘Lrg- 7‘/ DETAINED WOMEN LEARN THE PROCESS OF ORIGAMI FROM OTHER WOMEN
G AND THE KNOWLEDGE 15 TRANSFERRED AS PEOPLE CONTINUALLY ENTER

e % AND LEAVE) DETENTION ON ANY GIVEN DAY
P oo '



| ARRIVE LATE AT NIGHT. | DON'T
UNDERSTAND WHERE | AM OR WHY
| AM HERE.

| AM ISSUED A MOBILE PHONE AND
TAKEN 70 MY ROOM.

ANOTHER WOMAN 15 THERE,
TALKING ON HER PHONE.

HEr NAME 15 ANNA.




| MANAGE T0 GET A FEW HOURS OF SLEEP,

BUT | MISS BREAKFAST.

LATER, | SEE ANNA FOLDING SMALL PIECES

OF COLOURFUL PAPER. OHE DOES THIS FOR HOURS.

| TRY T0 CALL A SOLICITOR BUT
THERE IS NO ANSWER.

| REALLY MISS MY DAUGHTER.



-4

DAYs PASS BUT TIME FEELS STUCK.

'y TODHY SOME OTHER WOMEN ANNA KNOWS COME INTO QUR
ROOM AND FOLD PAPER TOGETHER. | DON'T KNOW
' THEIR STORIES OR WHY THEY'RE HERE. WE DON'T

TALK ABOUT IT MUCH. BUT IT HELPS T0 BE ALL
TOGETHER, FOLDING PAPER, TO PASS THE TIME.




ANNA TEACHES ME HOW TO FOLD THE
LITTLE PIECES OF PAPER AND HOW TO
PLACE THEM TOGETHER TC MAKE A
COLQURFUL SWAN.

oHE LEARNED FROM SOMEONE ELSE
WHO HAD BEEN DETAINED FOR A
LONG TIME,



THREE MONTHS PASS, BUT ANNA HAS BEEN HERE WAY LONGER THAN ME. TODHY, SHE
IS FINALLY LEAVING. |'M HAPPY FOR HER THAT SHE 1S GETTING ouT, BUT I'M sAD T0O.
| CAN'T HELP BUT WONDER WHY ['M STILL HERE OR WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO ME.

| GIVE HER MY VERY BEST ORIGAMI PIECE. OHE SAYS SHE'LL CALL.




| SHOW HER HOW TO FOLD PAPER AND CREATE
A PEN POT. | TELL HER THAT THIS HELPS ME TAKE
MY MIND OFF THINGS.

A NEW WOMAN ARRIVES AND
TAKES HER PLACE. OHE SEEMS
VERY SCARED AND CONFUSED,
50 | TRY TO CONSOLE HER
AND TAKE HER UNDER MY
WING.




FINALLY, | GET TO SEE MY DAUGHTER. ['M S0 EXCITED ABOUT HER VISIT.

| HAVEN'T SEEN HER FOR FOUR MONTHS. | CRY AND CRY WHEN | HOLD HER
AND SHE CRIES T00. JHE DOESN'T UNDERSTAND WHY | AM HERE AND

NOT AT HOME WITH HER.

.




| GIVE HER THE SPECIAL ORIGAMI BIRD

| MADE FOR HER.

[T MAKES ME HAPPY TO MAKE HER HAPPY.
 FFEEL THERE'S 50 LITTLE | CAN GIVE HER
FROM HERE.

TALKING ON THE PHONE JUST ISN'T ENOUGH.

T BREAKS MY HEART TO SAY GOODBYE
T0 HER WHEN QUR VISIT ENDS.



AFTER THE VISIT, MY ROOMMATE TRIES TO CONSOLE ME,
BUT NOTHING WILL HELP OTHER THAN GETTING OUT OF HERE.
| STILL DON'T KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING WITH MY CASE OR
WHEN | CAN LEAVE.




THAT NIGHT | DREAM |'M RELEASED AND REUNITED WITH MY DAUGHTER.
| DON'T KNOW WHEN AND IF THAT WILL HAPPEN,
BUT | KNOW | NEED TO STAY STRONG

FOR HER

AND NOT LOSE HOPE.



[LLUSTRATIONS: GABI FRODEN (GABIFRODEN.COM)

TEXT: 9ARAH TURNBULL (BIRKBECK, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON) AND
Joanne VinceTT (THe Open University)

GENEROUSLY FUNDED BY THE RESEARCH INNOVATION FUND AND THE
SUPPORT FROM ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF BIRKBECK, UNIVERSITY OF LoNDON
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